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Iserlohn, March 2023 

Mountains of rubbish are piling up in Europe. Taken as a whole, they are higher 
than the Alps. In 2020 alone, the continent produced 2.15 billion tonnes of waste. 
The circular economy being pushed by the EU is still in its infancy and the amount 
of recyclable waste continues to grow.

If waste materials are to become the new raw materials, it is clear that we need 
to act quickly so as to direct current and future waste back into the cycle, thus 
relieving the strain on the environment. Everyone is required to act – from private 
households to companies and public institutions.

What is the current status quo? What are the plans to ensure that waste is  re cycled 
as much as possible? And what are the most pragmatic solutions that support 
these efforts? 

In this trend paper, DURABLE tackles the vision of zero waste, looking at how it is 
being implemented in Europe and the opportunities that arise from it.
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Waste volumes in the EU – not a record to be proud of

According to Eurostat, the European Union generated a total of 2.15 billion 
tonnes of waste in 2020; in comparison to the 2010 figures, that is a reduc-
tion of just three percent. 

In Germany over the last decade, the amount actually grew by over ten per-
cent to 401 million tonnes, while the United Kingdom also saw an increase 
of almost 17 percent. 

Only a few countries managed to drastically reduce their waste volume, 
with Spain, Bulgaria and Romania leading the way.

Graphic: DURABLE, Source: Eurostat 2022 Waste in tonnes

Country / Year 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020

European Union 2.212.900.000 2.242.540.000 2.243.790.000 2.258.910.000 2.338.530.000 2.150.950.000

Germany 363.544.995 368.022.172 387.504.241 400.071.672 405.523.624 401.156.266

France 355.081.245 344.440.922 324.462.969 322.685.297 343.307.326 314.680.344

United Kingdom 241.808.706 241.506.743 262.992.726 272.064.636 282.393.639 :

Romania 201.432.951 249.354.926 176.607.415 177.562.905 203.017.193 141.364.457

Poland 158.661.957 162.382.959 179.179.899 182.005.677 175.473.691 170.233.670

Italy 158.627.618 154.427.046 157.870.348 163.827.838 172.502.773 174.887.620

Netherlands 121.145.468 121.194.466 132.362.297 141.024.020 145.245.469 125.138.771

Sweden 117.645.185 156.306.504 167.026.886 141.625.718 138.667.585 151.823.910

Spain 137.518.902 118.561.669 110.518.494 128.958.523 137.822.935 105.931.860

Bulgaria 167.396.268 161.252.166 179.677.011 120.508.475 129.751.823 116.387.350

Waste generated in the EU
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Reduce? Reuse? Recycle!

Although we currently cannot significantly prevent the production of waste, 
we absolutely must recycle it. 

According to Eurostat, the recycling rate in the European Union encourag-
ingly grew by around 10 percent in the decade between 2010 and 2020. The 
biggest increases in this regard were seen in Lithuania, Italy and Slovenia; 
however, around 50 percent of waste generated in Europe is not returned 
to the loop. That amounts to over 1 billion tonnes of waste per year that is 
not recycled.

Graphic: DURABLE, Source: Eurostat 2022 In percent

Country / Year 2010 2012 2014 2016 2018 2020

European Union 38,0 40,9 43,4 45,9 46,4 48,6

Germany 62,5 65,2 65,6 67,1 67,1 69,6

Austria 59,4 57,7 56,3 57,6 57,7 62,3

Slovenia 22,4 42,1 36,0 55,5 58,9 59,3

Netherlands 49,2 49,4 50,9 53,5 55,9 56,9

Switzerland 50,5 50,0 53,5 52,5 52,5 52,8

Luxembourg 46,5 47,4 47,7 49,2 49,0 52,8

Belgium 54,8 53,4 53,8 53,5 54,4 52,3

Italy 31,0 38,4 41,6 45,9 49,8 51,4

Lithuania 4,9 23,5 30,5 48,0 52,6 45,3

Denmark : 42,5 45,4 48,3 49,9 45,0

Recycling rates in the EU
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The EU’s circular vision

The European Union has decided that it is high time something was done and wants to 
implement a complete waste-cycle circular economy.This is where the philosophy of 
zero waste – i.e., only producing recyclable waste – serves as an example.

With the European Climate Law, the EU is committed to becoming climate-neutral, 
preserving resources, energy and nutrients, and becoming fully recycling-orientated 
by 2050. 

What are the concrete steps that are envisaged in the European Green Deal? The 2020 
EU guidelines on packaging and packaging waste focus on recycling with the recycling 
rates for packaging waste taking centre stage. By 2030, all member states should be 
recycling seven percent of their packaging waste, and from then on, only packaging 
that is 100% recyclable will be allowed to be produced.

65 percent of municipal waste in all EU member states should be recycled by 2035.
According to the 2022 Waste Framework Directive, this is defined as: ‘…mixed waste 
and separately collected waste from households […] and other sources insofar as 
this waste is similar to household waste in nature and composition’. Specifically, this 
means glass, metal, organic waste, wood, textiles, paper and cardboard, plastic, elec-
tric and electronic devices, packaging, bulky refuse, as well as batteries and accumu-
lators. Basically, everything that is generated as waste on any given working day.

The European Commission’s Waste Framework Directive is currently being reworked 
and one of the most significant objectives of the new version will be the qualitative 
improvement of the waste management system.

Picture: Shutterstock, Graphic: DURABLE
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Countries taking initial steps pave the way for the EU

In April 2022, Spain passed its first comprehensive waste act (Ley de residuos y  suelos 
contaminados), which took effect in 2023. With this new law, Spain is exploring interest-
ing new avenues including limiting certain single-use products, expanding provisions 
for manufacturer responsibility, and updating the inspection and sanction  regulations. 
The law also incorporated two new taxes: a special tax on non-recyclable plastic pack-
aging and a tax on waste at landfill sites as well as waste incineration plants. 

In Bulgaria too, a new law and a roadmap for waste management has been esta-
blished. Passed in 2021, the aim of this legislation is to double the recycling rate of 
municipal waste by 2035.With this in mind, 50 new composting plants and 40 new 
sorting and pre-treatment plants for household waste have been built. Furthermore, 
alternative fuel power stations are currently being developed, which will generate heat 
and electricity by burning general waste. (EU-Recycling magazine October 2022)

Waste separation on the beach in Gijon | Picture: Francisco Javier Diaz/Shutterstock
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In May 2021, the new DIN SPEC 91436 with the standard ‘Reference model for oper-
ational waste and recyclables management oriented towards a vision of “zero waste” 
was developed in Germany.

The TÜV Süd certification evaluates companies according to the new DIN SPEC 91436 
ZERO WASTE based on a range of criteria such as:

• Separate collection, storage and disposal of recyclables

• Description of waste causes, amounts and types

• Waste prevention measures

• Collecting, sorting, recycling and disposal processes

In October 2022, the first certification in Europe according to the new DIN SPEC 91436 
was realised by TÜV Süd to Lidl in the Czech Republic. 

Graphic: DURABLE, Source: TÜV Süd 

DIN SPEC 91436:2021-05
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Taking pragmatic action: waste separation concepts in the workplace

Over the next few years, companies and public institutions will have to make significant changes to ensure they fulfil the EU regulations. The basic prerequisite for the recycling loop is 
homogeneous separation of waste: this means glass with glass and plastic with plastic. A clearly structured and easily recognisable container concept ensures that this separation is 
done effortlessly with the waste materials ending up in the correct bin. Standardised colour coding works well here as it allows all staff to see at a glance which recyclables go in which 
container.

Pictures: DURABLE
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DURABLE waste management solutions

To ensure that waste is separated even more reliably, we recommend labelling waste bins. With the DURAFRAME® Infoframe, DURABLE has an attractive and practical solution: 
 DURAFRAME® features a self-adhesive backing, which sticks to all smooth surfaces such as the DURABIN waste bin. Thanks to its hinged magnetic frame, information about the contents 
of the container can be quickly changed as and when required. The labels can be created using DURABLE’s free design software DURAPRINT®.

The DURABIN range consists of colour-coded waste bins, which are available in various colours or in grey and white with different coloured lids. Capacities range from 40 to 90 litres. 
Thanks to the high-quality materials and workmanship used to make these containers, they are robust and can withstand the difficult conditions experienced on production floors and in 
logistics departments. Most of the models are also food-safe. The latest DURABIN product is the ECO version made from Blue Angel-certified recycled plastic.

Pictures: DURABLE
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The bins also feature a bin bag holder to keep the rubbish bag in place and prevent it 
from slipping. They are stackable, can be easily moved from one place to another thanks 
to their carry handles, and are easy to empty due to the recessed grips on the bottom. 
Trolleys are also available to facilitate transporting the full bins.

The DURABLE SENSOR BIN NO TOUCH, which features a contactless opening mecha-
nism, is ideal for use in hygienically sensitive areas.

Pictures: DURABLE
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DURABLE

For journalists: 
To request print-resolution DURABLE visuals, please write to durable@m-pr.de

About DURABLE:
With its intelligent solutions, DURABLE Hunke & Jochheim GmbH & Co. KG helps professionals succeed in today’s 
and tomorrow’s working world. DURABLE boasts over 100 years of expertise in professional presentation and organi-
sation concepts, which are used in many lines of work around the world. The forward-looking company identifies work 
trends and develops innovative concepts to meet the needs of the changing professional world. DURABLE’s product 
lines in the premium segment stand out with their excellent quality, design and functionality. 

DURABLE currently has a staff of about 700 employees at its headquarters in Iserlohn/Germany and its subsidiaries 
in Europe and the USA. 

For more information, see durable.eu
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